
 
IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    March 29, 2022 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman Jerry Daniels, Bruce Symes, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Chelsie 

Angleton, 911 Director, Rickie Aiello, Allen County employee, Lisse Regehr, Jonathon 

Goering, Thrive Allen County, Robert Rice, President, Russ Essman, Dan Snider, American 

Flight Museum, Matt Orth, citizen, and Paul Zirjack, citizen, was present to observe the 

meeting.  

  

Chairman Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 22, 2022. 

 

No public comments. 

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, presented and explained the ARPA 

Grant report in detail:  

   
Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor, 

joined the meeting.  

 



 
Sheriff Murphy discussed the tower project has started; they are working on the prep 

work.  He stated Mitch has had his crew do a lot of the prep work.  Discussion followed.  

They are looking at leasing some space on the tower.   

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, discussed the current General 

Transportation van which is owned by Thrive Allen County and the work needed on it.  

They are planning on paying to for the maintenance on the van to get it up to par.   

 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, reported on the Topeka trip Iola Industries took 

last week.  Discussion followed.  

 

Jonathon commented some on housing and possible grant funding later in the year. 

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, stated KDOT is looking to open the 

US 54 Highway east of Moran between the first of May 2022 or mid-May; the over pass 

replacement.   He stated it would be mid-June 2022 for south US 169.  Commissioners 

suggested publishing around May 1st.   

 

Mitch discussed starting on the more bids so the Shop restrooms can be installed.  

Commissioners approved more bids.  This will be paid for with ARPA funding. 

 

Mitch reported they are still waiting for Allgeier Martin and Associates to come look at 

the airport for hanger placements.  

 

Mitch mentioned it has been 2014 since the rate for out of county dumping at the landfill.  

He would like to commissioners to consider raising a little bit.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communications Director, reported on behalf of Jason Trego, 

Emergency Manager, about a high wind advisory in Allen County 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

 

Chelsie stated she was going to postpone the training in Texas until next year; since 911 

has a lot going on this year.  Discussion followed on other available training.   

 

Commissioner Symes asked about the need of a resolution for a burn ban.  Sheriff Murphy 

explained it is plenty wet around here.   

 

Amy Daniels, CASA, Donita Garner, Hope Unlimited, and Cathy Lynch, CASA volunteer, 

discussed the:  

 Allen County Proclamation 
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH – APRIL 2022 

 

WHEREAS, we can build healthier, safer, and thriving communities if we take the same approach to raising 

families that we do to tending a community garden on a shared piece of land; and 

 

WHEREAS, children are locally grown and have a right to be safe and to be provided an opportunity to thrive, 

learn and grow; and  

 

WHEREAS, hope and commitment are powerful fertilizers that strengthen and support Kansas families thus 

preventing the far-reaching effects of maltreatment, providing the opportunity for children to develop healthy, 

trusting family bonds; and 

 

WHEREAS, we must come together as partners to nurture, heal and grow together because prevention 

happens in partnership; and 

 

WHEREAS, by growing a better tomorrow for all children, together, we can ensure that Kansas children will grow 

to their full potential as the next generation of leaders, helping to secure the future of this state and nation;  

 

THEREFORE, We, County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas, do hereby proclaim April 2022 as Child Abuse 

Prevention month. 



 
 

Amy explained what CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) does and partners with 

Hope Unlimited.  There were 46 children in CASA system in 2021. Chairman Daniels 

moved to sign the Allen County Proclamation recognizing April as Child Abuse 

Prevention Month.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Amy stated they could use a lot more volunteers; in 2021 there were 124 children 

removed from their homes in the entire judicial district.   

 

Donita mentioned they also partner with the Children’s Service League; they were 

unable to come today; prevention education.  She explained they deal with the children 

while investigations are going on.  They serviced 85 kids in 2021.  The group also hosts a 

Color the Pinwheel coloring contest in which 3,000 kids participate.   

 

Commissioners went outside to plant pinwheels.  Commissioners reconvened inside. 

 

Matt Orth, citizen, Central Ag Air, he expressed where all he has hangers.  He would like 

to build a 80X80 hanger with small living quarters for pilots to live in.  He would like to 

lease for 25 or more years for the land.  Chairman Daniels stated the current one is 20 

years with option to renew after that for another 20 years.  Discussion followed.  Matt 

asked what happen after 40 years.  Chairman Daniels explained the FAA recommends 

not to go over 50 years after that the asset goes to the county.  He stated usually the 

building itself doesn’t usually last much past that.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner 

Symes asked where the advisory board comes into play on placement of hangers.  

Discussion followed.  Mitch stated they have to follow the Airport plan, which a new one 

is being worked on.  Chairman Daniels discussed two kinds of hangers, the county needs 

one for overnight stays.  FAA won’t let the county sell land thus leasing for building or 

renting hangers.    Matt would like to start in winter of 2022.  Robert Johnson, II, will be 

sending the current lease for review.  Commissioners will check on property tax for the 

hangers to see what they can legally do.  Discussion followed.  Matt would pay for the 

hanger and part of the update; he would like the county to pay for the pavement 

attaching the hanger to the runway.  Advisory board look at a general policy for building 

and leasing for a consistent document for new builds. Commissioner Lee asked about 

being out a way since he has chemicals.  Chairman Daniels discussed water needs will 

be increased.   

 

Robert Rice, President, Russ Essman, Dan Snider, American Flight Museum, were present 

to speak with the commissioners on a museum.  Robert presented some information 

about the American Flight Museum.  The museum has been opened since 1997 and 

grown.  They are a flighting museum.  They would like to move to Allen County. They 

would like to have a 150 X 200 hanger. Chairman Daniels asked if it would be a living 

museum so school groups can come to see.  He is hoping for some local volunteers to 

help as well.  Robert explained about plans for May.  Discussion followed.   

 



 

 
 

Commissioner Symes asked why this area.  Robert stated they are good friends with 

Vince Hill and they all like to get together and they can see it as a special smaller airport. 

It is great size.  They would bring people in who would eat, stay and spend monies in 

Allen County.  They willing to start anytime commissioners approve.  It would be great for 

the community. 

 

Commissioners reviewed a renewal of contract for available bed spaces with Wyandotte 

County. The renewal contract is for additional 3 years for any available bed space at the 

daily rate of $40.00.  Commissioner Symes moved to approve Chairman Daniels’ 

signature.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Mitch presented information on current and requested landfill rates. …Discussion 

followed on reasons and charges.   

 

Commission Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes for non-elected, 

Chairman Daniels seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 9:55 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Attorney.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:10 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Commission Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Attorney Client, 

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 10:14 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Attorney.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:24 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Mitch discussed tonnage and cost per some counties.  

 

Sheriff Murphy asked about the security buttons on the computers. He would like to add 

SEK Multi County Health to the system for an extra $1,700. Discussion followed.  



 
Commissioner Lee moved to go ahead and approve the courthouse security upgrade 

and include the SEK Multi County Health department.  Commissioner Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a) Tria Health Agreement 

b) Hope Unlimited disbursement  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – $ 753,632.62 

b) Journal entry - #12, #13 & #14 

c) Payroll – new hires Harry (Marcus) Cain, Angela J. Redpath, John B. Walker 

d) Payroll – approved 65.5 hours of vacation carryover for Daren Kellerman to be 

used before September 11, 2022. 

e) Abatement –  PP Value 2834, $569.58, Year 2021  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Symes moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was 

adjourned at 10:10 a.m. until Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly’s Room 

of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   David Lee, Commissioner  


